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Irish production to feature as part of the worlds most prestigious celebration of work for children. 

The Ark and Theatre Lovett present ‘The Girl Who Forgot to Sing Badly’ as part of a 4 day showcase in the USA of the best of work for young audiences.

Clip from the show can be seen at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9s9cMLKF71c
An Irish production is among just 20 chosen from around the world to be showcased at IPAY this January.  IPAY, International Performing Arts for Youth, is an annual curated showcase running from 18th – 21st January 2012.  A North American based network of members, IPAY is made up of artists, producers, presenters, agents, educators and students who create and present work in all forms of theatre, music, dance, circus and puppetry worldwide. Presented this year in Texas, USA, the productions taking part in the Festival are chosen by a jury of practitioners working in the field of theatre for young audiences.  With only 20 companies worldwide chosen an invitation to take part in this showcase is a great achievement.    

The Irish production which will take part in IPAY 2012 is the critically acclaimed play ‘The Girl who Forgot to Sing Badly’ which premiered in The Ark Jan 2010, originally commissioned and produced by The Ark in association with Theatre Lovett.  Directed by Lynne Parker and featuring renowned actor Louis Lovett, the production played to packed houses and was a great success.  

‘Never missing a chance to respond to the chuckles, gasps and vocal contributions of his audience with witty adlibs, Lovett makes the experience seem as natural and interactive as a warm hug’  


The Irish Times

‘An absolute gem of a production. Why can’t all theatre be like this?’ The View, RTE

In 2010 the production was restaged as part of ReViewed in the 2010 Ulster Bank Dublin Theatre Festival 2010, this was the first time a work for young audiences was included in this prestigious strand of the Festival. The Girl who Forgot to Sing Badly toured to six venues in Ireland and was invited to perform at the Abbey Theatre [Peacock stage] in April 2011.  This was followed by a performance at The Imaginate festival in Edinburgh where the production was credited as the ‘best of the bunch’ in The Guardian.  

 ‘Performed by the ferociously engaging Louis Lovett..it has to be said that the show's audience of children over seven adored the whole experience - not only the story, but the style of the telling.’

The Scotsman
‘Lovett’s ability to switch characters in mid-sentence, his artlessly elastic physicality and comedic flair all marry brilliantly with the quirky twists in Finegan Kruckemeyer’s surreal and scary tale’

Herald Scotland Review

‘As well as the vividness of the script, Lynne Parker's production has two great strengths. First is actor Louis Lovett, who combines playfulness, agility and the wide-eyed innocence of Ardal O'Hanlon. His self-referential stops and starts make him no less a compelling storyteller. Second is Paul O'Mahony's set, a crate that unfolds to reveal boxes within boxes, allowing Lovett to switch from domestic interior to city silhouette, while mirroring the girl's family business in packing. It's inspired.’

The Guardian

Many invitations to Festivals and venues in the USA, UK and Australia have also been received. 
The Ark and Theatre Lovett present ‘The Girl Who Forgot to Sing Badly’
Written By: Finegan Kruckemeyer.  Directed By: Lynne Parker.  Performed By: Louis Lovett 

Produced By: Muireann Ahern Lovett.  Set Design By: Paul O’Mahony.  Costume Design By: Joan O’Clery   Lighting Design By: John Comiskey and Sinéad Wallace. Sound & Music Design By: Carl Kennedy

The Ark, A Cultural Centre for Children

“Put simply, The Ark means opportunity. A former Presbyterian Church, but now almost a fairy-tale world in the cultural centre of Dublin city where any given day is filled with magic and imagination. The Ark has now given over 13 years worth of opportunities for fun and creativity to young and old alike.” The Event Guide
The Ark, Ireland’s only cultural centre for children, is dedicated to raising the standard of culture for children. In a unique building designed specifically for them, children aged two to twelve explore everything from theatre, music, and literature to painting, film, dance, and more. There's no better way to nurture hungry young imaginations, or to inspire a lifelong journey through culture. Since its inception in 1995, over 450,000 children from Ireland and afar have been introduced to the wonderful, stimulating world of the arts at The Ark. We are dedicated to artistic excellence, innovation and our commitment to social inclusion. The Ark presents year round, inspirational, high quality work across all art forms and disciplines. We strive to strengthen and improve high quality initiatives for artists who wish to extend their practice by working collaboratively with and for children.
THEATRE LOVETT   Purveyors of Fine Theatre for Young and Old
“This show reminds us that when theatre for young audiences is good, it can be very, very good; and if Lovett’s involved, it’s often remarkable” Irish Theatre Magazine on A Man in Half by Frances Kay. 
Theatre Lovett produce theatre for family audiences. Theatre that engages, entertains and inspires both adult and child in the one show. Joint Artistic Directors Louis Lovett and Muireann Ahern Lovett have over 20 years experience in the field of Theatre for Young Audiences. Louis is Ireland’s most critically acclaimed and experienced actor in this area. Theatre Lovett were the original commissioners of B for Baby by Carmel Winters that was produced by The Abbey Theatre and won Best New Play at the Irish Times Theatre Awards 2010 and for which Louis also received a Best Actor nomination. Their show A Man in Half by Frances Kay will feature as part of Dublin City of Science 2012. They are also the 2011 winners of the Arts Category of the David Manley Emerging Entrepreneur Awards.  As well as their productions, Theatre Lovett have a unique training and mentorship programme for artists, offer professional development opportunities for educators and have many strands of work under their outreach wing. 
www.theatrelovett.com
 

The showcase tour is supported by Culture Ireland. 

The original funding to The Ark for this production was from the Arts Council, with part-funding from the Department of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht
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