Celebrating a unique seedbed of creativity as 

President Michael D. Higgins

visits The Ark,  Ireland’s dedicated cultural centre for children

In his inaugural speech President Michael D. Higgins spoke of his belief ‘that when we encourage the seedbed of creativity in our communities and ensure that each child and adult has the opportunity for creative expression, we also lay the groundwork for sustainable employment in creative industries and enrich our social, cultural and economic development.’ (11 Nov 2011)
Today Wednesday 23rd November, The President visited The Ark, A Cultural Centre for Children located in Dublin’s Temple Bar quarter. As well as meeting children from Holly Park Boys School, Blackrock, Divine Word National School, Marley Grange and St Marys Boys School, Dublin President Michael D. Higgins addressed an audience of children and invited adult guests in the intimate theatre space of The Ark.

Director of The Ark, Eina McHugh said “We are honoured and grateful that the President has chosen to visit The Ark within the first fortnight of his Presidency.  It is wonderfully symbolic that the President is giving one of his first recognitions of importance to cultural work for children and young people. We are uplifted by his encouragement, that cultural encounters for children are of essential importance and that The Ark, as a unique seedbed of creativity and artistic excellence, has a shining role to play in building a stronger new society.”

Since opening in 1995, The Ark has worked with Ireland’s leading artistic talent to develop new programmes, across all art forms, specifically for children. John Banville, Marina Carr, Selina Cartmell, Louis Lovett, Julie Feeney,  John Kindness,  Colin Dunne, Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin, Roddy Doyle and Nico Brown are amongst the 2,000 artists who have worked with The Ark. 

Through partnerships, professional development, outreach and research, The Ark has played a vital role in inspiring the highest standards of culture for under-12s. Working with key players across society the Ark team seeks to influence and share its specialist knowledge with teachers, parents, artists, community workers, cultural organisations and policy makers. The Ark has introduced over 450,000 children throughout Ireland and to the stimulating world of the arts through The Ark. 

“The President’s visit shows his support for The Ark’s work in introducing children to the joy of the arts and inspiring a lifelong journey through culture. The Ark plays a vital role in raising the standard of culture for children. In a building designed specifically for them, children aged 2 to 12 explore everything from theatre, music and literature to painting, film, dance and more. It is here that they discover what it means to be an artist, from respected professional artists,” said Eina McHugh. 

Today, President Michael D. Higgins attended a performance workshop led by writer/ theatre director Veronica Coburn, meeting children from Holly Park Boys School. Then making his way through the building he talked with children from the children’s council of The Divine Word School, Marley Grange in the Literature Cosy Corner.

For more information on The Ark see www.ark.ie  

The Ark gratefully acknowledges the financial support of its principal supporter the Arts Council and also support from the Department of Education & Skills, Temple Bar Cultural Trust and Dublin City Council.

Press information:  Sinead O’Doherty / Gerry Lundberg     Gerry Lundberg Public Relations   t: 01 679 8476 / 086 259 1070  / 087 259 1070   pr@gerrylundbergpr.com  

NOTES: 

The Ark is a custom designed space for children and presents programmes throughout the year introducing young people to the joy, wonder and creativity of the arts.  Visitors to The Ark can enjoy a different experience each visit.  Details of the full winter programme which includes Creative Puppet workshops facilitated by Puca Puppets and performance workshops with writer / director Veronica Coburn are available on www.ark.ie  and a free Cosy Corner, where families are invited to drop-in, curl up on one of the sofas, read a book and enjoy a hot chocolate. Winter workshops will take place from the 26th November.   Tickets €10 each now on sale 01 670 7788  

 Keep connected with The Ark @:  FACEBOOK:   http://www.facebook.com/TheArkACulturalCentreforChildren                 on TWITTER @thearkdublin
Workshop tickets cost €10/€8* no booking fee

*Price for children accompanying third-level students, senior citizens, the unwaged and those parenting alone.

