
Spring Sing at The Ark!
From 15th February 2012 – 29th March 2012
(including public events during midterm) 
It’s rejoice the voice at The Ark in Temple Bar this February and March as part of the Spring Sing Programme. Children of all ages from 2+ can come enjoy musical workshops  at The Ark this spring.

Outstanding specialist song facilitators from Ireland and abroad have created truly exciting workshops that will get you singing, creating and discovering with your voice. Come invent songs, melodies and crazy sounds or welcome the spring by singing joyful songs. See if you can make your voice sound like a drum kit in a beatbox workshop, or write a rhyming lyric and turn it into music. Every kind of singing fun is here for you at The Ark this spring!

As part of Spring Sing The Ark, A Cultural Centre for Children will present a number of events open to the public (including over the midterm) and events specifically for schools.
PUBLIC:
Songs, Melodies and Crazy Sounds (ages 7–12) 
Come and invent your own songs, melodies and crazy sounds with composer and musical powerhouse Brian Irvine. Brian’s music has been performed all over the world and he has written music for Sesame Street, Edinburgh Jazz Festival, RTÉ  and the Roald Dahl Foundation, to name just a few. By the end of this wonderful workshop you’ll be surprised and delighted with what you have made with your voice and musical imagination. Bring your unique voice, and if you happen to play an instrument you can bring that along too. All of the music you create will be recorded  for you to share with your friends and family on ark.ie/live. 
Starting with the very young ….  Joyful Songs for You and Me (ages 2-3) (ages 4-6) 
Jump into the happy world of singing with musician Mischa O’Mahony, an accomplished musician who performs with a number of bands including Jerry Fish & the Mudbug Club and Sax Sisters and runs her own early years music company. In this workshop created especially for The Ark, Mischa will playfully introduce you and your child to the joy of singing together and discovering your own voice. She will bring you on a lively journey of songs and melodies using movement, rhymes and games. 
Beatbox Workshop (ages 8-12) 
Discover how to make your voice sound like a drum kit in the special style of vocal music known as beatbox. Learn how to beatbox like your music heroes such as Jayz or Rahzel. The workshop is led by Whitenoise, Ireland’s best known beatboxer, who has performed throughout the world in many festivals and is the only Irish beatboxer to have competed in the World Beatbox Championships. He will guide you in mastering the beatbox sounds and putting them together to make your own cool patterns and rhythms. By the end of the workshop you’ll be ready to show off your new vocal skills on a microphone! 
Singing Workshop: Plant a Song, Grow a Tune (ages 2-3) (ages4-6)
Overlooking our magical balcony garden, Scottish songwriter and singer, Alison Burns, will lead you in singing beautiful songs about planting and growing. Alison has written two collections of original songs for children and this delightful singing workshop will incorporate melody, movement and imagination.
Rhythm and Rhyme Song Making (ages 5-7)  (ages 8-12)
Create clever rhyming lyrics with Scottish songwriter Alison Burns, who has five song collections to her name, including two collections for children. Rise to the challenge and invent the smartest rhymes you can think of and then have fun transforming them into music through multipart clapping patterns and rhythm. All of the rhythm and rhyme songs created will be recorded and, after the workshop, you can encourage family and friends to listen to them on ark.ie/live. 
Digital Songwriting Workshops    (ages 5-12)
Learn how to use the latest computer technology including garage band, bloom, ipod touch and a range of music apps to write original songs in this up-to-the-minute with workshop Irish-Australian musician Peter Baxter. Peter is an accomplished songwriter and founder/director of the music education company Songschool. In this workshop, you will work in groups using sensory software combining music and technology to help you create songs and soundscapes. At the end, you will perform your songs and they will be recorded for you to share with your family and friends on ark.ie/live. If possible, please bring your own pair of headphones to this workshop.
Sing Together in Family Harmony (ages 7-12)
Join Gitika Partington, outstanding vocal facilitator, arranger and composer from London, for a delicious high-energy experience of group singing suitable for families and children aged 7+. Before you know it, you’ll be singing a range of fabulous songs together from contemporary pop to folk, jazz and traditional styles. Shy and timid singers are especially welcome here as Gitika’s charismatic, physical and playful approach to singing will inspire you to sing up and sing out together in harmony. Adult family members who join-in will discover this is great fun for grown-ups too!

THANK YOU: 
The Ark gratefully acknowledges the financial support of its principal supporter the Arts Council and also support from the Department of Education & Skills, Temple Bar Cultural Trust and Dublin City Council.
PRESS INFORMATION: 
Sinead O'Doherty / Gerry Lundberg        Gerry Lundberg Public Relations.       t: +353 1 679 8476  / +353 86 259 1070  / +353 87 2591070          e: pr@gerrylundbergpr.com  
_________________________________________
FULL SCHEDULE OF PUBLIC EVENTS: 
Tickets 		€10/€8* concessions, no booking fee. 
*Price for children of third-level students, senior citizens, the unwaged and those parenting alone. 
Booking:  01 670 7788   /  www.ark.ie   
Songs, Melodies and Crazy Sounds         Ages 7–12 
Wednesday 15th February – Saturday 18th February  11.30am-1pm (Ages 7-12) 2-3.30pm (Ages 7-12)
Joyful Songs for You and Me   Ages 2-6
Friday 17th February   10-11am (Ages 2-3)     11.30am-12.30pm (Ages 4-6)
Saturday 18th February  10-11am (Ages 2-3)    11.30am-12.30pm (Ages 4-6)
Saturday 10th March   10-11am (Ages 2-3)    11.30am-12.30pm ( Ages 4-6)
Children aged 6 and under must be accompanied by a participating adult. Participating adults do not require a ticket for themselves for this workshop. 

Beatbox Workshop    Ages 8-12
Saturday 25th February 11.30am – 12.30pm/ 2 - 3pm/ 3 - 4pm* 
**3 to 4pm workshop available subject to demand only

Singing Workshop: Plant a Song, Grow a Tune    Ages 2-6
Tuesday 28th February/ Wednesday 29th February/Saturday 3rd March   10-11am (Ages 2–3) 
Saturday 3rd March 11.30am - 12.30pm (Ages 4-6)
Children under 6 must be accompanied by a participating adult. Participating adults do not require a ticket for themselves for this workshop. 

Rhythm and Rhyme Song Making     Ages 7-12
Saturday 3rd March 2 – 3.30pm

Digital Songwriting Workshops    Ages 5-12
Saturday 10th March 11am-12.30pm (Ages 5-7)   2-3.30pm (Ages 8-12)

Sing Together in Family Harmony
Saturday 24th March  11.15am-12.30pm (Suitable for children aged 7 – 12 and adult family members)	
2-3.15pm (Suitable for children aged 7 – 12 and their families) 
