
 

Final Press Release TradFest Family Hub 

This January, as part of the Temple Bar TradFest, The Ark 

presents music gigs and events to get every toe tapping. 

23-26 Jan 2014 

 

            

Grab a bodhrán and join in a very special musical battle, perform yourself as part of a 

fun open Trad session, create some traditional crafts or enjoy world class trad in the 

cosy theatre at The Ark in Eustace Street. 
 

The Ark and Temple Bar TradFest have come together to present a series of music gigs and events especially 
for children and families from 23 – 26 Jan 2014 as part of this acclaimed annual celebration of Trad. The 
TradFest Family hub, located at The Ark during the festival, will offer fun for families and children ages 2+.  
Tickets are now on sale www.ark.ie   01 670 7788.   

Take part in a Battle of the Bodhráns 
Come and celebrate 1,000 years since the Battle of Clontarf by joining a team and learning to play a simple 
rhythm or two on the bodhrán. Your skill of playing will become your musical weapon when we bring it all 
together for a giant musical battle between the two teams – who can play the loudest, fastest, best? Who can 
lead their team to musical victory? Everyone wins in this musical battle which promises to be an outrageously 
fun event at full volume. No experience necessary. Bodhráns will be provided. Sat 25 Jan @ 11.30am. Tickets: 
€11.   

Do you play an instrument and want to take part? Children’s Open Trad Session  
Here is your chance to come and play in a real trad session. Drop in to this open trad seisiún, especially for 
children, led by members of Ceoltóirí Chluain Tarbh, a long established and highly active Irish music 
organisation. Children who can play a tune on the fiddle, bodhrán, harp, concertina, or any instrument at all 
(even non-traditional instruments) are welcome to come along and give trad music a try.  Families are invited 
to come, watch and enjoy. Sat 25 Jan & Sun 26 Jan @ 12-2.30pm. FREE.  

Karan Casey and Niall Vallely Family Concert 
World class Irish singer Karan Casey and  celebrated musician Niall Vallely perform a delightful selection of 
traditional and folk songs and tunes especially for families to enjoy. Karan has released five solo albums 
including an album for children, and has performed with numerous folk and trad legends including James 

http://www.ark.ie/


Taylor, Liam Clancy, Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin, Peggy Seeger,  The Dubliners, and Lunasa. A wonderful 
opportunity to hear Karan and Niall perform together in the intimate setting of The Ark’s theatre. Sun 26 Jan 
@ 2pm & 4pm. Tickets €12/€9 concessions. 
 

For the very young:                     
For the first time The Ark is presenting a concert for ages 2-4. On Thursday 23 Jan join traditional musicians Fiona 
Kelleher and Jim Murray for a gentle toe-tapping performance of traditional songs and music especially for little ears to 
enjoy. Fiona is known as a singer and performer for young audiences, and Jim has been the guitarist with Sharon 
Shannon’s band for many years. The performance will include songs in Irish and English and is specially designed for ages 
2-4. Thu 23 Jan @ 10.30am & 11.45am. Duration: 45 mins. Tickets: €12  

FullSet Family Concert 
Experience this upbeat energetic concert with "New group of the Year" FullSet. Rising stars of the trad world 
FullSet combine fidle, uilleann pipes, bodhrán, guitar, flute, button accordion and vocals in an energetic trad 
concert, guaranteed to captivate audiences of all ages. Recently named “New Group of the Year” in the live 
Ireland Music Awards, FullSet have been compared to supergroups Danú and Altan. Catch them while you 
can. Sat 25 Jan @ 3pm. Tickets €12  

As part of the celebrations The Ark is delighted to present a once off screening of the acclaimed animated film 
The Secret of Kells, by Kilkenny’s Cartoon Saloon. Featuring the voices of Brendan Gleeson, Evan McGuire, 
Christen Mooney and Mick Lally and music by Bruno Coulais and Kíla, this film through beautiful and intricate 
hand-drawn animation, tells the story of young monk Brendan who is learning how to illuminate manuscripts. 
His uncle, the Abbot Kellach, has forbidden him to go outside the monastery walls for fear of Vikings. One day 
Brother Aidan shows up with a book he is trying to complete. When Brendan goes into the forest to get 
berries for ink, he meets Aisling a spirit girl. She leads him into the heart of the woodland where he gets 
inspiration to complete the Book of Kells. The Secret of Kells screening, Sat 11 Jan @ 3pm ages 7+  Tickets €3  

You can also enjoy a special exhibition of limited edition art prints of scenes from the film in The Ark 
throughout the TradFest. The prints are gloriously high-resolution, gallery-quality illustrations and draw 
heavily on the Irish medieval art that influenced the film.   

Children’s Craft Club: Drop-in crafts club for children aged 4+.                
This year the Temple Bar Tradfest children’s crafts club will take inspiration from The Battle of Clontarf and the 
Book of Kells. Travel back in time and try your hand at crafting a mini metal shield, make your own illuminated 
scroll using calligraphy and print techniques or become a High King or Queen for the day by making your own 
crown/headpiece using a variety of materials. Presented in partnership with the Crafts Council of Ireland, the 
craft club will be facilitated by craft artists Sabrina Meyns, Deirdre Rogers and Caroline Ryan. Sat 25 Jan & Sun 
26 Jan @ 12-5pm. Duration: approx 30 minute sessions. Free entry on a first come first served basis. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult 

The Ark gratefully acknowledges the support of its principal funder the Arts Council and its other annual supporters: the 

Department of Education and Skills; Temple Bar Cultural Trust and Dublin City Council.  

Temple Bar Trad Fest is also supported by: RTÉ Supporting the Arts and The Craft Council of Ireland. 
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