
The Ark was founded on the principle that
children are entitled to great art made especially
for them. Our purpose is to realise children’s
right to art and culture with ambition and joy.
We do so by commissioning, producing and
presenting fun and ambitious art for, by, with
and about children from birth to age 12 in our
home in Temple Bar, as well as in-person and
online, in schools, in libraries and in early years
and care settings around Ireland.
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PERFORMED BY

Shauna Harris, Leah Kavanagh, Anne
O'Riordan, Stephen O'Leary, Michael Tient.

CREATIVE TEAM

Musicians: Bill Blackmore (trumpet), Fionn
Foley (guitar), Ryan Hargadon (piano/alto
saxophone, Dylan Lynch (drums) & Cormac
O’Brien (bass)
Choreographer: David Bolger
Musical Director: John O'Brien
Set and LX Designer: Ciaran Bagnall
LX Operator: Mags Mulvey
LX Deputy: SJ Shiels
Video Designer: Neil O’Driscoll
Costume Designer: Pai Rathaya
Costume Deputy: Mae Leahy
Sound Engineer: Eoin Murphy
Production Manager: Sean Dennehy
Stage Managers: Sara Gannon and Clive Welsh
Assistant Stage Manager: Alison O’Shea
Giggler Designer: Jen Shepherd
Hair and Makeup: Cliona Campbell and
Stephanie Mwambu
ISL Interpreter: Ray Greene
Audio Describer: Bríd Ní Ghruagáin
Producer: Kelly Phelan
Marketing Consultant: Aileen Galvin

Growing up, my favourite
book was Roddy Doyle's
The Giggler Treatment.
Reading it, I felt trusted to
follow a gloriously silly and
ludicrously meandering plot,
without ever being talked
down to. 

The Gigglers’ job is very
simple, you see.

They keep an eye on every
parent in their locality.

And if a Giggler decides a
grown-up has erred.

Or treated children in a way
that isn't fair,

then the very same day, on the
sole of their shoe,

that elder will smell their shoe
COVERED IN POO!

WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO...

The book was passed around my circle
of friends, almost like a forbidden text.
Our “Poo-lysees,” if you will. It's a real
thrill to bring this new music-infused
version of the Macks' story to the stage,
having developed the show with the
feedback of hundreds of children at
The Ark and through Dublin City
Council’s Creative Hubs programme in
libraries. I hope it inspires you in the
same way that Roddy's book inspired
me - to embrace silliness, to see a story
from every perspective, and to be fair
and kind to kids, if you know what's
good for you.

Dublin City Council and our Creative
Hubs partners at Dublin City Libraries
and Dublin City Arts Office, children
and teachers from St.Enda’s.
St.Audoen’s and St.Mary’s National
Schools, Ramon Lopez at FXB
Monkstown, John Munis, Cora Ganon
and Eimear Husey.

I first learnt about
the Gigglers and the
amazing way that
they look after
children 3 years ago
when I was asked to
work on this show.
Being able to bring a story like this to
life with a group of amazing actors and
designers has been a treat for me.
Thinking very deep and important
thoughts about how to represent the
Poo, Rover the Dog, the Gigglers, and
the Mack family has been a big part of
my life, and I have loved every second
of it. I feel like we’ve done the book
proud and I hope that you like it. When
the world is tough, thinking about the
gigglers makes it all a lot more fun, and
we’ve done our best to make you laugh
and think about poo on the shoe in this
show!



Shauna attended Visions Drama School and has appeared in Monsters
in Dublin Fringe Festival 2024, Passports, Journey to X by Nancy
Harris on the Peacock stage, in CoisCéim Dance Theatre's Dodgems
and alongside members of Hot Brown Honey in the Dublin Fringe
Festival Judges Choice Award winning Hive City Legacy: Dublin
Chapter.

Shauna Harris

Leah trained at London College of Music. There she appeared in
productions of The Addams Family and Sunday in the Park with
George. Leah has recently returned from Cyprus where she was Lead
Female Vocalist for SeaCruise UK.

Leah Kavanagh 

Stephen trained at The Gaiety School of Acting. Stephen has appeared
in tv shows such as Fair City, Smalltown and Can’t Cope Won’t Cope.
He most recently appeared in Michael Winterbottoms feather film
Shoshana. Some of his Theatre credits include Hangmen and The Field
at the Gaiety theatre, The Summer I Robbed a Bank and Copper Face
Jacks the Musical as well as being a part of The Gaiety Panto over the
past 5 years.

Stephen O’Leary 

Anne is a stage and screen actor from Waterford. She is a BA graduate
of acting from the Royal Central School of Speech & Drama. On
television, Anne has appeared in popular BBC series including
Casualty, Call the Midwife and Doctors as well as The Clinic (RTÉ).
Film work includes 32A (Janey Pictures). Some of her theatre credits
include Strike (Southwark Playhouse), The Lonesome West (Royal
Court Liverpool) and Gulliver’s Travels (Octagon Bolton).

Anne O'Riordan 

Michael Tient is an Actor from Ballymun and graduated from the BA
in Acting course at The Lir Academy. His credits include: Orsino in
Twelfth Night (THE LIR) Napoleon in History Play (PAN PAN) John
Benno The First Bad Man (PAN PAN) Seargent in The Rising Of The
Moon by Lady Gregory (Bewleys Cafe Theatre) And most recently he
played Brendan/James in The Lieutenant of Inishmore (LIVERPOOL
EVERYMAN).

Michael Tient

RODDY DOYLE

Roddy Doyle is the author of eleven novels, two collections of stories, two
books of dialogues and Rory & Ita, a memoir of his parents. He has written
seven books for children and has contributed to a variety of publications
including The New Yorker, McSweeney's, Metro Eireann and several
anthologies. He won the Booker Prize in 1993, for Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha.
Roddy has written for the stage and his plays include Brownbread and Guess
Whos' Coming For The Dinner. He co-adapted with Joe O'Byrne
his novel The Woman who Walked into Doors and he has written the stage
adaptation for The Commitments. He also wrote the screenplays for The
Snapper, The Van, Family, When Brendan Met Trudy and he co-wrote the
screenplay for The Commitments. He lives and works ni Dublin.

FIONN FOLEY

Fionn Foley is a writer, composer and performer based in London. Recent
writing and composition credits include The Borrowers (Gate Theatre), Tonic
(Rough Magic Theatre Company), Brendan Galileo for Europe (Dublin Fringe,
Winner 'Best Performer' and 'Bewley's Little Gem'), Fierce Notions (Smock
Alley, Winner 'Spirit of the Fringe'), 14 Voices from the Bloodied Field (The
Abbey Theatre).

His debut musical short film Cantata recently won several awards at
international festivals and his radio play 'Helen Wheels' won 'Best Radio
Drama' at this years' IMRO Awards

SOPHIE MOTLEY
Sophie has made BEES!, The Summer I Robbed A Bank, and The Giggler
Treatment with The Ark. 
 Previously, Sophie was Artistic Director of The Everymam, Cork and
Pentabus, UK, co-Artistic Director of WillFredd Theatre and Associate
Director of Rough Magic.
She's directed operas for Irish National Opera, Wexford Festival opera,
English National Opera, plays for The Everyman, Rough Magic, Prime Cut,
Pentabus like Gatman!, Letters of a Country Postman, Crossings, The Tale of
Little Bevan, One Side Lies the Sea. 
With WillFredd, she made BEES!, Jockey, CARE, FOLLOW and FARM.
As Dramaturg, Sophie has supported lots of Irish and international artists.
She learnt her trade by assisting directors like David Leveaux, Deborah
Warner, Benedict Andrews, Yoshi Oida as Staff Director at The Barbican,
ENO and The Abbey. 
 


