In All Kinds of Weather
A Visual Art Activity Pack for Children
as part of Winter Light
There is nothing like a crisp cold sunny day to make the most of a
visit to the outdoors. Winter is a perfect time to observe nature, to do
some quick sketching and take some photographs. These will inspire
you to create and develop crafty ideas later on back in the coziness of
your home…

Activity 1
Outdoor sketching

Taking a walk with a sketchbook in your hand is a lovely way to get to
know nature and note all the interesting things you can see around.
So wrap up warm and a take a walk in your garden, in a park or in the
countryside and see what you can find to draw.
Create: Draw a series of sketches of what you see.
Materials required: Sketchbook, pencil and/or a fine marker.
Use a camera phone if you have one.

1. Look up and notice how interesting the treetops look now that
the leaves have fallen. The branches crisscross to form beautiful
designs that are different from tree to tree. Like us, trees have
different personalities.
• Pick a tree and before you start drawing it observe its shapes
and lines then start drawing.
• Don’t use a rubber. Sketching is about working fast
(especially in the cold!) and looking mostly at the subject
while you draw, rather than looking at the page where you are
drawing.

• Choose a second tree with a different shape and repeat the
process.
• Compare these two drawings and note the differences.

2. Look down to spot some interesting natural material like dead
leaves, pinecones, feathers or shells if you are on the beach.
• Draw a couple of them.
3. Look sideways to find dead plants. They may look ugly but
some have great shapes with bulging seed heads ready to
spread seeds around in the wind for new plants to grow next
spring.
• Draw or take some pictures of them.

Activity 2
A Pocketbook of Winter Weather

There's nothing the Irish like more than talking about the weather!
Perhaps it is because we can have such a variety of weather in one
day. This activity should be done over a number of days, as you will
need to listen to or watch the weather reports each day. With each
new weather forecast you will create a new artwork.
Create: Make a booklet where each panel illustrates a different type
of weather report each day. See sample below.
Materials required: Paper for booklet, a variety of papers for collage,
colour pencils, markers, glitter, scissors and glue.

• To make your booklet cut an A3 or larger piece of card or paper
in half horizontally.
• Divide the paper into equal rectangles using a ruler and pencil.
• You should now have a number of equal sized rectangles on
your strip of paper.
• Fold your paper over along these lines. You can experiment with
folding in different ways to create your booklet.
• You can also cut your paper into rectangles and staple them
together to make a booklet.
• Now fill each rectangle section of paper each day with a drawing
of the day’s weather forecast or the weather you see out your
window.

About our Winter Light Family Activity Packs

Winter Light is an exhibition of artworks commissioned by The Ark
that seeks out the joy, hope and beauty that can be found all around
us in wintertime.
Asked only to respond to the theme of ‘winter’, the artists were
inspired by all sorts of signs of the season, from nature, animals and
their habitats, to the light in the winter sky and the solstice. The result
is a collection of stunning new artworks in a range of different media,
from paintings and sculptures, to animation and interactive pieces, all
designed to connect with children and introduce you to some of the
unexpected joys of winter.
This worksheet has been designed to encourage children to look at
and appreciate the winter season through art making, opening up
many opportunities for self-expression. The worksheet can be used
without having seen the exhibition, however we would encourage you
to view our Winter Light Online Gallery of the artworks on The Ark’s
website here and then complete the activities.

Winter Light visual art activities created by Jole Bortoli.
Image design by FExDep.
Winter Light is part of The Ark’s 25th birthday season, sponsored by
BDO.
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