


Introduction 
 
BEES! is a musical from WillFredd Theatre in association with The Ark, created 
especially for children. The musical tells the story of a honeybee named Mel 
who loses her colony and tries to find her way in the world without it. 
Through fun songs, catchy rhymes, and a story about an amazing adventure, 
the audience learns about a diversity of bee species along with Mel and even 
discovers how important bees are to human beings. 
 
These activities and the show itself are aimed at children aged 6+ and work 
with the themes of the show. These activities have been selected and adapted 
from our full classroom activity pack which links to aspects of the primary 
school curriculum. If you would like further activities you can download the 
full document for free here, or check out part 1 of our at-home activities to 
accompany the show here.  
 
These ideas aim to remind us that, just as the bees, “we’re all here for a short 
time” and have the potential to make a great impact on our environment.  
 
 
Background Buzz  
 
Did you know that there are over 20,000 different 
types of bees? They all have different life histories, 
and three are the focus of the BEES! show: 
 
● A honeybee (Apis mellifera – “Mel”) 

 
● A bumblebee (Bombus lucorum – “Luke”) 

 
● A solitary bee (Nomada marshamella – 

“Marsha”). 
 
As unique as each species is, all play an active role in 
the growth of flowers and plants. Bees affect our 
food supply and the food chain, and are a significant 
part of our everyday lives without realising it. They 
are intelligent and referred to as ‘engineers of 
nature’ (Tales from the Hive, 2007).  

https://ark.ie/content/files/BEES!_Classroom_Activity_Pack_Final.pdf
https://ark.ie/content/files/Bees-At-Home-Activities-Pt1.pdf


The ideas in this activity pack will lead to a discovery of how “the bees need 
the flowers and the flowers need the bees”. The activities explore the roles 
and responsibilities humans and bees take in the environment.  
 
In 2015, Ireland released the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan, one of only a few 
countries in Europe to publish a strategy to address pollinator decline and 
protect pollination. We have released a Junior version of this plan so that 
children can become involved in this unique movement to become 
pollinator-friendly. 
 
The Junior Pollinator Plan is full of important information about bees, 
pollination and how they are essential for us to grow food, as well as for 
other animals. The plan suggests ways that children can help bees, which can 
be adopted at home. You can download the plan in English here, or in Irish 
here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ark.ie/content/files/Junior_Pollinator_Plan_for_Web2.pdf
https://ark.ie/content/files/Junior-Pollinator-Plan-Irish-2018-WEB-1.pdf


 
Activity 4: Meet Farmer John/Jane 

 
Imagine a person called Farmer John or Jane who manages a farm so that 
there is habitat for wild bees to maintain healthy land that is full of crops. 
Imagine the layout of this farm and what kinds of plants they would find. 
 
Materials: 
Large sheets of paper, markers, paper, pencils, rulers, magnifying glass, 
evidence notes. 
 
1. Questioning 
Where would the bees make their hives or nests? What other creatures would 
you find on this farm? What kinds of crops are grown? How would the farm be 
affected without bees for one day? Two weeks? Two months? Two years? 
 
2. Observing 
Draw an image of what you imagine the layout of the farm would look like 
with a healthy bee population. Draw a picture of the farm after the bees 
went missing for several months. What would be different? How would the 
farm be affected? For example, are there fewer flowers? Would there be as 
many animals? Would the food the animals eat come from a different 
source? Share drawings and talk to your family about what you came up with 
as the main effects. 
 
3. Predicting 
Farmer John/Jane wants to talk to the group because he/she has noticed that 
the bees on his/her farm have disappeared. Try to predict the main cause of 
the disappearance of the bees. Think about questions you would like to ask 
Farmer John/Jane regarding the plants you imagine he/she grows at the farm. 
List any other questions about the dangers facing the bees in this particular 
instance. 
 
4. Investigating 
See if a member of your family would like to volunteer to step into the role 

of Farmer John/Jane to begin the “investigating” stage of the scientific 

process. The volunteer will take the role of the farmer and you (and any 

other family members who’d like to join in!) can take the roles of a 

researcher or botanists specialising in plant and bee life. 

 



 
Notes for the volunteer:  
Once in the role, you should introduce yourself as Farmer John/Jane and say 
that you are searching for help from researchers. You have noticed your colony 
has left the farm. You are not sure where they have gone, but you have noticed 
a few strange things around the farm (such as less buzzing, dying crops, 
sounds of unfamiliar birds, dead or deformed bees). You are very busy with the 
rest of the animals and unfortunately do not have the time to dedicate to 
searching for the cause, but you know how badly it can affect the crops and, in 
time, yourself and the animals. 
 
Interview the Farmer and write down important information that he/she 
shares. 
 
Farmer John/Jane can mention any of the following: 

 
● He/She has begun to use pesticides to control some of the insects that 

are eating his fruit plants. 
 

● He/She noticed the bees were dying in late Autumn. 
 

● Many bees were emerging from the hive with misshapen wings and a 
smaller abdomen. 

 
You can take turns at being farmer John/Jane!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Activity 5: Dance Activity  

 
Recording and Communicating 
 
So, how can we get the bees to come back? In order to communicate their 
needs for food to Farmer John/Jane, in this activity you’ll step into the role of 
the honey bees. 
 
Honey bees communicate to one another by doing what is called a ‘waggle 
dance’, according to the location of the sun and where nectar can be found. 
See video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2S-ozxpIrdI 
 
Make up a dance to communicate what the bees need help with to the farmer. 
You can do this in multiple ways. For example, first of all you can create a 
dance asking to plant more wildflowers. Then you could create another dance 
and ask to build a new nest. Then you can create another dance to ask to get 
rid of the mites. You could create another dance to ask to stop using 
insecticides.  
 
If a volunteer at home would like to step into the role of Farmer John/Jane, 
they can guess what you’re trying to communicate through your movements! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2S-ozxpIrdI


 
Possible Future Activities  
 
Some options for additional bee-friendly activities to do are: 
 
● Plant flowers that are able to grow in the Spring so that you can 

observe and evaluate it. Suggestions for this include crocus, primrose, 
lily-of-the-valley, blackcurrant, or flowering currant. After some time of 
growth, evaluate the progress of the plant. When choosing your plant, 
remember: Bees notice bright colours such as blue and yellow best!  

 
You can see a list if recommended plants at: 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity  
 
Maybe you could make a bumblebee nest... 
 
Take a look at this link from the Bumblebee Conservation Trust for ideas: 
http://bumblebeeconservation.org/about-bees/habitats/bumblebee-nest  
 
 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity
http://bumblebeeconservation.org/about-bees/habitats/bumblebee-nest


We would love to hear how you get on with these at-home activities. Please let 
us know by emailing boxoffice@ark.ie or tagging us on social media 
@TheArkDublin using the hashtag #TheArkAtHome. If you’ve taken any nice 
pictures or videos while enjoying these activities, we’d love for you to share 
them with us! 
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