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Eggsotic Easter Eggs

In this Easter-themed art activity created from artist Asha Joanna O’Neill, paint your own giant (or
small) oval-shaped egg creation using homemade paints!
A fun way to while away some hours and get creative
together at home, and importantly, to help you relax a
little in these trying times.

Following these simple step-by-step instructions, you can
make your own paints from scratch and paint bold,
impressive patterned Easter eggs. Once your design is
complete, you can cut out your egg-shaped creation to
decorate your home or put it on display in your window!

*Extra Activity: You could encourage your neighbours to
do the same, then go on an egg hunt in your
neighbourhood and see how many types of eggs you spot
in their windows - keeping of course to the social
distancing rules.

Homemade Egg Tempera

Egg tempera paint is an ancient art technique using eggs as a core ingredient to create lovely
glossy and shiny paint. Very few other children will be able to boast making their own beautiful
ancient paint and then using it to such amazing effect!

N.B. If you would prefer not to use eggs please use the following link to make flour based paint:
https://ark.ie/content/files/COLOUR! Homemade_Paints.pdf

Or decorate your egg using whatever paints or colours you have at home — watercolour, acrylic,

crayon, markers or other.

Materials:
e Any paper or card or box cardboard
Eggs
Paint brushes
Water
Pencil
Containers
Scissors



https://ark.ie/content/files/COLOUR!_Homemade_Paints.pdf

Ingredients for Egg Tempera Paint
For each colour you need:
® Oneegg
e Liquid food colouring (use a different yoke for each
separate colour)
If you don’t have any food colouring, use chalk powder
(crushed) or pigment or coloured powdered spices

Method

e Separate the egg yolk from the egg white

e You will use only the egg yolk to make the paint

e Add a drop of colouring (or other liquid watercolour,
spices like turmeric or paprika, ground chalk or
charcoal, berry or beetroot juice or powdered
pigment)

e Mix well

(Don’t waste the egg whites — use them to bake delicious
meringue nests or pavlova as a post-art project Easter treat!)

Making your Eggsotic Easter Egg Creation

® Begin by drawing in pencil the outline shape of
an egg on your paper or cardboard.

e |t can be any size you wish, from very big to very
small.

e Then use your pencil to draw different designs
inside your egg (see sample illustrated).

e Using black ink (black crayon or paint), paint the
outline on paper (card or common box cardboard).
e Decorate your egg with some lines, shapes,
patterns of your choosing.

e Set your Easter egg art aside to let the ink or
paint dry completely.

e Paint your egg with your paint. If using your
homemade egg tempera - it will be glossy and leaves
a nice texture.

e Use a few colours, you can even
mix colours!

® Let your Easter egg art sit to dry
completely.

e Once the colours are dry, you can
cut out your egg shape creation

e Hang it up as a gorgeous Easter
decoration and wait for
compliments!




*Extra Activity: Tool Skills

If you don’t have eggs at home to make egg tempera paint or would rather use paint you have,
why not try your hand at making your own art tools instead. Create brushes or stamps using
objects from nature or from around the house (make sure to ask permission first). Use a small stick
to attach found feathers or leaves to make a brush or use leaves and objects to make a simple
print and see what marks they make.

The Ark would love to see your creations, so please ask a grown up to share pictures of them with
us. Photos can be sent to us by email at thearkdublin@gmail.com, or tag us on social media
@TheArkDublin using the hashtag #TheArkAtHome.

This activity sheet was created by artist Asha Joanna O’Neill. Asha is a Primary School Teacher
(Poland) and Art Facilitator (Ireland). She is working with early year and primary school children in
a number of different school and non-formal settings. Asha has worked with The Ark on a number
of different programmes, doing creative sessions across a range of different media and art forms.
Find more ideas on Instagram @asha.brightsparksart
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