
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

At-Home Activity:  
Sketch your Neighbourhood 

 
For ages 5-12 

 
 



 
No matter what your age or artistic skill, sketching is a great way to explore 
your neighbourhood or town. You can carry a sketch pad and pencil with you 
wherever you go, or even work from a photograph or memory!  
 
The most important thing is to enjoy the experience. It’s really great fun and 
soon you’ll notice that the more you sketch the better you get at it. You may 
not think the things in your neighbourhood are particular beautiful or 
interesting, but just choose a particular part of it and start with that – a house, 
a tree, a parked car, a park bench, whatever you like! Keep sketching and you’ll 
start to notice shapes, colours and textures you’ve never seen before and 
appreciate the many different things the area around you can offer!  
 
 
 
TOP TIPS:  
 
Artists have different ways of sketching and prefer different art materials. 
Some like working with soft pencils, others with hard. They might like to use 
ink pens, coloured pencils or even crayons. Try playing with different materials 
to see what works best for you! 
 
 
WHAT TO BRING:  

• A sketchbook (or whatever paper you have available) 
• A pencil case with  

o A soft drawing pencil (B or 2B grade if you have it) 
o A pencil sharpener  
o Whatever colours (pencils, markers, crayons) you want to use 

 
 
 
 
 



Artist’s tips from Jole Bartoli 
 

 
Sketching Outside: 
 

• Be prepared for the weather. If it’s sunny, don’t forget sun cream and 
if it’s cold outside, wrap up warm!   
 

• Once I choose what I’m sketching, I take my time to study it from 
every angle. Since I have been going around sketching the city, I have 
become aware of things I didn’t notice before. It’s amazing how many 
different types of lampposts there are, or what about the presence of 
birds specially the seagulls who love to perch on the statues’ heads?  
 

• As you explore, look out for different textures, text, colours, old bits and 
new bits, graffiti and even plants and wildlife!  
 

• How much of it do I want to draw? I may decide to draw an entire 
building or sometimes just one small part that catches my attention. I 
like to put people or animals, or birds in my sketches, I think they make 
the drawing more interesting.  
 

• I look for the most comfortable position. Sometimes I will sit down - 
maybe on a step or at an outdoor table in an café, but often I just stand 
against a wall or a railing and work fast. Sometimes I do a sketch in 5 
minutes but it can be a lot longer. When it‘s cold I usually do a quick 
drawing and then finish it when I go home where it’s cozy and warm!. 
Sometimes I take a photo to help me get the colours right.  
 

• I don’t carry an eraser! Sketches are meant to be fast drawings, more 
an impression than an accurate study of your subject. In fact I prefer to 
sketch with the black ink pen directly and if the lines or proportions are 
not precise, I don’t mind! I try to capture the ‘essence’ of a building, a 
street, passersby or a monument.  

 
 



Sketching Indoors:  
 
• Indoor sketching allows me to take more time and add colour to my 

sketches. I love painting with my watercolour set, but I also achieve good 
results with brush-pen markers or watercolour soluble pencils.  
 

• Can you chose different parts of your house to Sketch?  
 
Now, go out and explore your own neighbourhood and get sketching! 
 
We’d love to see any sketches you make of different parts of your 
neighbourhood or home. If you’d like to share them with us at The Ark, please 
ask a grown up to email them to us at boxoffice@ark.ie or tag us on social 
media @TheArkDublin using the hashtag #TheArkAtHome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This at-home activity has been adapted from The Ark’s Me & The City Sketching The 
City Activity Pack by artist Jole Bortoli.  
 

 


