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The Ark is so excited to welcome you to explore the Beautiful Beasts exhibition this summer!

Our relaxed guided tours, and our audio-described touch tours are designed to introduce you to 
the exhibition, so that you know what to expect, and have a bit more time and space to enjoy 
your visit. You will meet our facilitator, Bríd, who will guide you through the galleries on a tour 
that lasts about 30 minutes. Afterwards, you are free to stay on and explore the exhibits for as 
long as you like, or head to our making space and create your own beautiful beasts!

We have put together some information that you might find useful during your visit to The Ark. 
You will see and experience many new and interesting things while you are here. We have put 
together some pictures to help you understand where you are going and what you will see.

If you have any questions that are not answered by this pack, please feel free to contact our 
friendly Box Office team at boxoffice@ark.ie. 

We hope you enjoy Beautiful Beasts!

mailto:boxoffice@ark.ie


The Ark is at 11a Eustace Street, Temple Bar. 

The entrance to the building is fully 
accessible and has step-free access.

Please note that Eustace Street is a cobbled 
street.

There is a lift in the building that can take you 
to each level of the building.

Accessible toilets and changing facilities are 
available on the ground floor. 

If you have any access requirements, please 
let us know at boxoffice@ark.ie and we will do 
our best to help.
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Here are some things 
you will see on your 
visit

This building is called The Ark. You 
will come here to visit the 
exhibition.

It's got our yellow and black unicorn 
sign over the door, and a yellow 
and black target on the ground, to 
let you know you're in the right 
place!



The Main Door

Our glass double doors open automatically. 

You will come through here to get inside.



The Reception

This is where we meet the Box 
Office team, who can answer 
any questions you might have 
about the exhibition or the 
building, and where we start 
our visit.

The Box Office team also have 
some colourful ear defenders, 
if you would like to borrow a 
pair while you are exploring.



The Basement

This is a quiet area downstairs, 
where you can go if you need 
a little space during your visit.



Toilets

We can find toilets in the 
basement through the red doors.



The girls' toilets are on the left. The boys' toilets are on the right.

You can use whatever toilet you feel most comfortable in.



Beautiful Beasts
This is the name of the exhibition we are going to visit. In it, we will discover a wonderful 
collection of animal sculptures that have been commissioned by The Ark over the last 29 years. If 
you have visited The Ark before, you may even recognise some of the animals.

This beautiful collection features artwork made from bronze, wood, ceramics, steel and stone, 
as well as other materials. Some of the Beautiful Beasts can be touched when we are exploring, 
but others are very fragile, so we will just look at them carefully.

Once we have met all of the animals, we can learn more about these materials in the Long 
Room, and even take some time at the creative stations to draw or make some beautiful beasts 
of our own.



Your guide's name is Bríd. You will meet her on Level 2 
of The Ark - The Gallery.

Bríd will start the visit here, and introduce you to the 8 
animals on this floor, before we move downstairs (or 
using the lift) to the Long Room on Level 1.

In the Long Room there are 2 more animals to meet, as 
well as the materials tables, a short film, and the crafting 
tables where we finish our guided tour, and can stay on 
to create our own art.

Bríd



About the Exhibition

★ The guided tour is 30 minutes long.

★ We will start with 8 exhibits on Level 2 - The Gallery. Then we will move downstairs to Level
1 - The Long Room - for another 2 exhibits.

★ Also on Level 1 is the Materials Table, and a short film about how Silkie the Seal was made.

★ There is no right or wrong way to enjoy the tour - we want you to have a good time! If you
want to make a noise, or ask a question, or take a break, that is all okay.

★ If you do need to take a break at any point, you can step away and come back when you are
ready.

★ You will know The Ark’s Front of House staff by their blue jumpers. If you need anything
during the tour, they can help you. If you have any questions or worries, they are friendly
faces to talk to!



In The Gallery

Fish, by Luxon Gutsa.

This sculpture has been 
carved out of 
springstone, with lots 
of different textures 
on if.

The body of the fish is 
very smooth and soft, 
but if we look at the 
rest of the sculpture, it 
is rough and a slightly 
different colour.

Wilhelma, by Imogen Stuart

Wilhelma is a tortoise, made from mahogany. She 
has beautiful pictures carved into her shell from 
the time she travelled on Noah's Ark. There are 
other animals in these carvings. Can you find them 
all?
Wilhelma is one of our special artworks that we 
can touch. You can even sit on her shell if you like!



In The Gallery (continued)

Woodpeckers, by Owen Crawford

This was made with 2 different 
kinds of carved wood.

Horse, by Anthony Scott, looks like
he might be made of metal, but
he is actually ceramic.

Oomka the Polar Bear is the animal in 
this piece, called Under the Aurora 
Borealis, by Helen O'Connell. This 
majestic bear is made from marble that 
gives him sparkling, icy fur.



In The Gallery (continued)
Hare, by Conor Fallon,
is a tall sculpture made 
from 2 different kinds 
of steel.

The Hare is jumping on 
his hind legs, very 
excited to meet new 
visitors!

This Sheep, by Olivia 
Musgrave, is made out 
of a metal called 
bronze.
Olivia has made the 
sheep's woolly fleece 
very big, making the 
legs look really small, 
to how how heavy 
wool can be.

Silkie the Seal, by Helen O'Connell, is a 
favourite for everyone who works at The 
Ark, and all our visitors.
She usually lives on the Ground Floor near 
the Box Office, but has come up to the 
Gallery to hang out with the other animals 
for a while. 
She is made from polished limestone. Can 
you see the fossils that appear on her skin?



In the Long Room

This sculpture is called Every Cloud Has A 
Silver Lining, by Orla Kaminska.

It shows us a famous winged horse from 
ancient Greek stories, called Pegasus. 
Orla started with a rocking horse, and then 
made giant wings from ceramics and white 
feathers. How high do you think Pegasus 
could fly?

Toucan, by Owen Crawford

This sculpture was originally designed to be a bench in 
the waiting area of the children's hospital in Temple 
Street.

Toucan is another one of our special artworks that you 
can definitely touch, and play, and sit on! 



Also in the Long Room
The Materials Table

Our artists have shared the 
different materials they used to 
create all these Beautiful Beasts 
so that you, our visitors, can 
understand a little bit more about 
them. Everything on this table is 
touchable.

There is also a short film about how Silkie the Seal 
was made. This film takes us to the quarry in Kilkenny 
where the limestone was cut out of the ground.

It shows us Helen O'Connell, the artist, working with 
some very heavy machinery to create this smooth and 
silky soft seal. She uses ear defenders when cutting 
through the stone with the chainsaw.



Also in the Long Room
At the end of our guided visit, you 
are welcome to take a seat at our 
Response Area where you can use 
the materials we have provided to 
create your own artworks and 
animals, or to recreate your version 
of one of your favourite animals 
from the exhibition.

We are excited to see 
your artworks too!



One last thing...

While you are exploring the space during your visit, 
you might notice some strange markings on the floor. 

Some of our Beautiful Beasts have left tracks around 
the place. How many different sets of marks can you 
find? And can you match the prints to the paws?



Thank you!
We look forward to welcoming you to The Ark.

We hope you enjoy your visit!
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