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As The Ark turned 25 in 2020 we chose 
to celebrate a quarter of a century for 
children by commissioning outstanding 
artists to make new works for children. 
The works will remain in The Ark 
collection for generations of children to 
enjoy both in Dublin and on tour around 
Ireland. We invited artists Aideen Barry, 
Gabhann Dunne, Martin Gale, Martina 
Galvin, Orla Kaminska, Fuchsia McAree, 
Helen O’Connell, Liselotte Olofsson 
and Cartoon Saloon to take inspiration 
from winter and winter light. Some 
of the artists featured in Winter Light 
have previously worked with children 
as viewers or makers in their practice. 
Indeed, some, like Orla Kaminska have 
a long history with The Ark even making 
work that has become part of the fabric 
of the building. Others are working with 
The Ark for the first time. 

Our planned opening in December 2020 
was deferred while The Ark building 
remained closed due to the pandemic, 
but we gave our audiences a glimpse 
of Winter Light remotely with an online 
exhibition video. https://ark.ie/projects/
details/online-gallery-winter-light  
Now, a year later, we are ready to open 
the exhibition to visitors on Universal 
Children’s Day 2021, a day dedicated 
to celebrating children’s rights and 
the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. This is particularly 

fitting as The Ark practice is informed 
and inspired by the rights of children to 
“participate fully in cultural and artistic 
life” as set out in the Convention.

Since its Foundation in 1995 The Ark has 
consistently put children at the heart 
of its work making a commitment to 
offer them high quality performances, 
exhibitions and workshops. The Ark has 
engaged thousands of artists in this 
work and has welcomed over 600,000 
children with their schools, friends and 
families through our doors in Temple 
Bar. More recently, in pandemic times 
we have reached another 200,000 
remotely, online and on TV.  In the past 
five years we have made a strategic 
commitment to include children in our 
institutional decision making and artistic 
development. The Children’s Council 
was set up in 2016 with the dual purpose 
of creating an ongoing participation 
practice in arts and culture for a diverse 
group of children which would, in 
turn, inform artistic programming and 
overall institutional decision making. 
That participation practice is now at the 
heart of The Ark’s work.

In creating this catalogue we invited 
children to interrogate the concept of 
a catalogue and to give us their view 
on how it might develop. We engaged 
artist Lucy Hill to work with the children 

remotely, on Zoom, over 4 weeks, 
supported by The Ark’s Programme 
Coordinator, Kathy Conlan. Grace Allen, 
Meabh Butler, Hugo Russell Connolly, 
Zoe Haslam, Ava Harrison, LilyRose 
Wogan-Martin, and Rua McNamara 
responded to the artists’ work by looking 
at the video of the exhibition, re-reading 
the artists’ statements and reviewing 
the materials used and the scale of the 
individual works. With Lucy’s guidance 
they used the whiteboard features in the 
Zoom programme to annotate a board 
with drawings, texts, ideas and doodles 
based on each artist’s work, directly 
after looking at the video. 

Together the group discussed the 
idea of the catalogue as a gift to the 
audience, or as in invitation to think 
more about the work in an inviting and 
engaging way. They considered the 
importance of documenting the work 
to extend its audience and as a way 
of explaining how the work looked in 
a space, when the exhibition is over. 
Crucially, they considered how adult and 
children’s aesthetics might differ and 
the challenge of making something 
appealing to children while also serious 
and respectful of the artwork. Some 
ideas that came from this included 
introductions by the children to each 
artist, clearly separating the artists’ work 
from the children’s responses to it and 

featuring the whiteboard responses 
within the catalogue itself. We are very 
proud of their work and hope that this 
digital catalogue will enhance the 
experience of children and adults who 
see Winter Light both in The Ark and 
online.

AIDEEN HOWARD
DIRECTOR

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
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The artist was inspired by the landscape where 
she lives in County Tipperary. In the area, a 
series of tunnels run underground that were used 
when silver was mined from the land. The artist 
is interested in what happens in nature during 
winter underground. Where deep under our feet 
is a world full of wonderful stories, secret tunnels, 
hidden treasures and magic. 

Title Underneath

Artist Aideen Barry

Format Drawing, with interactive animations and sound

Dimensions Variable

Aideen Barry
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Winter Feed is a landscape painting, showing an 
outdoor view of a winter countryside. The artist 
likes to hint at possible stories in his paintings and 
draws our attention to the crows and horse feeding 
on a winter morning.  

Title Winter Feed

Artist Martin Gale

Format Oil on Canvas

Dimensions 60 x 80cm

Martin Gale
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The artist has a deep interest in nature and is 
interested in how animals, plants and landscapes 
give us a sense of belonging. Gabhann Dunne 
created 8 small paintings of 8 different animals 
inspired by winter. These paintings are grouped 
together and entitled 20,000 Winters.

Title 20,000 Winters

Artist Gabhann Dunne

Format Oil on board

Dimensions
Irish Hare 13x18cm Wolf 24x30cm

Fox 10x15cm   Hyena 15x20cm

Mammoth 13x18cm The Irish Elk 18x24cm

Eurasian Lynx 24x30cm Stoat 15x20cm

Gabhann Dunne
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Using special tools, the artist carved the Polar 
Bear from white Carrara marble, which is a type 
of stone from Italy. The artist was struck by how 
incredible and resilient polar bears are. They adapt 
and survive in such harsh conditions with a mother 
bear often going months without food while trying 
to feed her cub.

Title Under the Aurora Borealis

Artist Helen O’Connell

Format Italian Carrara marble

Dimensions 60 x 46 x 40 cm

Helen O’Connell
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Fuchsia MacAree
The artist was inspired by trips to the park and 
the sunlight on a winter’s day. In certain sections 
of the image Fuchsia used special paint called 
photochromic paint. This paint reacts to sunlight. 
The image slowly changes becoming a sunny day 
when the sun hits the painting.

Title Like The Sun Coming Out

Artist Fuchsia MacAree

Format Gouache and photochromic pigment on paper

Dimensions 60x50cm
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The artist wanted to capture the colour of 
winter, the changes that occur in our skies 
and on the ground during winter, and the 
effect these changes have on all living 
creatures, including us. The artist wished to 
convey the beauty of a winter sunset, the 
coldness of a snowy landscape and the 
urge we all have - just like the animals - to 
seek shelter, perhaps build a nest of our 
own and stay cosy.

Title A Winterly Trilogy -  
Cluster of Colour 

Artist Martina Galvin

Format Powder coated mild steel.

Dimensions
10.16 x 10.16 x 13.97cm 

15.24 x 15.24 x 24.13cm

20.32 x 20.32 x 38.1cm

25.4 x 25.4 x 48.26cm

Title A Winterly Trilogy - Light 

Artist Martina Galvin

Format Copper

Dimensions
121.92 x 182.88cm

 

Title A Winterly Trilogy - Snow

Artist Martina Galvin

Format Photograph prints and 
marble.

Photo Dimensions
45.72 x 35.56cm 

Marble Dimensions
5.24 x 25.40 cm

Martina Galvin
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The artist Orla Kaminska has used fine porcelain 
clay, wire and metal rods to create the sculptures 
that look like dried plants and flowers’ heads seen 
during winter. She has intentionally positioned 
lights to cast shadows on the walls behind. Look 
closely at the shadows and you may see Jack Frost 
in his human form. 

Title  Jack Frost

Artist Orla Kaminska

Format Porcelain, wire

Dimensions 150cm x 20cm

Orla Kaminska
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Cartoon Saloon 
& Liselott Olofsson

This silent wintry scene with floating snowflakes 
aims to transport you to a magical snow covered 
place. The floating snowflakes and silent animation 
is a joint effort by ceramic artist Lisalott Olofsson 
and a whole team of artists from the animation 
company Cartoon Saloon.

Title Wolfwalkers in Winter

Artist Cartoon Saloon & Liselott Olofsson

Format Flax porcelain paper clay and animation

Dimensions Variable
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AIDEEN BARRY
Aideen Barry is an interdisciplinary 
artist making art in lots of different 
ways: sculpture, performance 
art, film, lens-based media, 
sound installations, and drawing. 
When Aideen was a child, she 
saw films by eastern European 
filmmakers on Irish TV which left a 
big impression on her. This is when 
she discovered that art could be 
used to express feelings that could 
be difficult to talk about. Aideen 
is a member of Aosdána and the 
Royal Hibernian Academy (RHA), 
two prestigious associations 
of Irish artists, and is currently 
directing a feature film called 
Folds in Lithuania.

MARTIN GALE
Martin Gale is a painter who 
was educated at the National 
College of Art and Design 
(NCAD). His paintings are 
based in the landscape, where 
the landscape is defined by 
the activities of its occupants. 
There is always something else 
happening within the painting to 
suggest a possible story. He has 
had numerous solo exhibitions 
and has represented Ireland 
abroad on several occasions. He 
is a member of Aosdána and the 
Royal Hibernian Academy (RHA).

GABHANN DUNNE
Gabhann Dunne is a painter 
and visual artist from Kildare 
now based in Dublin. Gabhann 

has always had a deep interest 
in nature since he was a child, 
when his grandfather would take 
him to search for wildflowers, 
insects and rock pools in the 
Pollock Holes of Kilkee. 

Gabhann attended art 
college thinking he would study 
sculpture but instead discovered 
a deep love of painting and 
developed his painting skills 
by studying the old masters 
and discussing techniques 
with friends. He has exhibited 
in multiple shows around the 
country including Crossing the 
Salt at Limerick Gallery of Art. 
He has two children and some 
very old cats.

HELEN O’CONNELL
Sculptor Helen O’Connell 
works from her studio by the 
sea in Bray. Her sculpture is 
inspired by organic forms found 
in nature, Japanese design 
aesthetics and Ireland’s ancient 
relationship of working with 
stone. Her sculpture seeks to 
draw attention to the epic scale 
of geological time contained in 
these stones and their fossils. 
After graduating from Trinity 
College Dublin, Helen studied 
stone sculpture in Leitrim, 
Italy and Portugal. Her work 
is in many public and private 
collections in Ireland and 
abroad and she is currently 
a member of Homo Faber, 
a celebration of European 

excellence in craftsmanship, and 
the Michelangelo Foundation. 
She has been selected as one 
of 50 Craft Heroes to celebrate 
50 years of the Design & Crafts 
Council Ireland.

FUCHSIA MACAREE
Fuchsia is an artist and illustrator 
based in Louth. She studied 
Visual Communication in 
NCAD, followed by a Masters 
in Illustration in Camberwell in 
London. She enjoys drawing 
quiet moments and Irish oddities. 
She draws on an iPad, using 
warm colours and simplified 
perspectives. Her work has 
ended up as large-scale murals, 
screen prints, woodcuts, textiles, 
paintings and animations. 
She has exhibited and been 
published worldwide. In 2018 
she illustrated the bestselling 
and award winning Great Irish 
Weather Book with Gill Books. 

MARTINA GALVIN
Martina’s early years were spent 
in the countryside in Tullow, Co. 
Carlow where her love of nature 
began, from small details of tree 
bark to large open skies. Her 
family moved to Dublin when 
she was 11 where urban life was 
an enormous contrast. Martina 
studied at NCAD. From the 
beginning of her career 
Martina has been interested in 
working with children and her 
first major work with children 

was Land and Sky, a large 
permanent piece commissioned 
by The Ark in 1995. Her love of 
nature and colour continues to 
have a major influence on her 
work. Martina has exhibited 
in Ireland and abroad. She 
continues to work in Dublin. 

ORLA KAMINSKA
Since Orla graduated from NCAD 
in 1987, she has mainly created 
artworks using clay and mosaic 
material. She loves to experiment 
by combining her ceramics with 
other materials like metal, glass 
and stone to create unusual 
forms and textures. Orla has 
created pieces for many public 
architectural commissions and 
interactive engagement projects 
with adults and children. Her 
earliest architectural mosaic 
artwork is installed in The Ark 
above the outdoor stage in 
Meeting House Square. Orla’s 
recent studio artworks focus on 
sculptures inspired by the Autumnal 
and Winter cycles of plants.

CARTOON SALOON 
Cartoon Saloon is a Kilkenny-
based animation company who 
has made animation films and 
TV shows such as The Secret of 
Kells, Song of the Sea, Puffin 
Rock and Skunk Fu. Cartoon 
Saloon is a four-time Academy 
Award®, Golden Globe®, 
BAFTA and Emmy-nominated 
animation studio formed by Paul 

Young, Tomm Moore and Nora 
Twomey. From award-winning 
shorts to feature films and TV 
series, Cartoon Saloon has 
carved a special place in the 
international animation industry.

LISELOTT OLOFSSON 
Liselott Olofsson was born in 
Kilkenny, studied ceramics at 
NCAD, and received a qualification 
in Arts Education. For over 20 
years she has worked as a part-
time teacher and part-time artist, 
aiming to weave the practices of 
teaching and making into both 
areas of her life. Liselott’s starting 
point for any creative project 
is research and investigation, 
delving deep into interesting topics 
to inspire and inform her work. 

LUCY HILL
Lucy loves working on artistic 
projects with young children 
and was The Ark’s first Early 
Years Artist-in-Residence. She 
studied at NCAD, Crawford 
College of Art in Cork and 
Winchester School of Art 
based in Barcelona. She is a 
painter who also works with 
different materials to create 
exhibitions, public sculptures 
and installations. Lucy is 
also a researcher who likes 
to study and write about 
children’s artmaking. Her 
writing on children’s art has 
been published and she has 
completed a PhD.

THE ARTISITS
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AVA HARRISON
I’m from Dublin and I’m 11 years old. I’m 
an only child and I live with my Mammy 
and Daddy, my pet dog Oaki and our 
two canaries Raspberry Ripple and 
Chocolate Chip. I love art, technology 
and I adore animals. I enjoy spending 
my free time being creative. I listen to 
music while creating characters, stories 
and drawings. I like to make animations. 
I recently learned coding which is so 
much fun. My favourite thing to do is to 
go on adventures with my family and 
friends. I loved working on the Winter 
Light catalogue, it was so much fun. 

MEABH BUTLER
I am 12 years old and live in Cabra in 
Dublin. I’m starting secondary school 
this year. I’ve been part been of The Ark 
Children’s Council since September 2019. 
I enjoy playing sports including soccer, 
Gaelic football and camogie. I also 
enjoy drawing and reading.

GRACE ALLEN
I am 12 years old and I live in Balbriggan 
with my Mam, Dad, my two big brothers 
and my dog Winnie. I would like to be 
a primary school teacher when I’m 
older. I like playing cricket, drawing 
and reading. I loved being in The Ark 
Children’s Council, meeting new friends 
and enjoyed seeing lots of fun shows 
and projects. I especially loved working 
on the Winter Light catalogue as I really 
enjoy art. I’m starting secondary school 
in September.

LILY ROSE WOGAN-MARTIN
I am 12 years old, I love to draw and I 
really enjoy art. I started drama when 
I was four and have always wanted to 
be an actor. I play traditional music on 
the flute both solo and with a band. I 
also play football and train in athletics. 
I start secondary school in September 
and while I am a bit nervous, I am 
looking forward to doing the subjects I 
picked: Art, Music, Science and Spanish. 
One of my favourite things to do is to 
share a roast dinner with all my family 
but my favourite food is rice with duck 
and pancakes. I love to participate in 
different projects and learn new things, 
but I also like to beat Grandad at chess!

ZOE HASLAM
I am from Dublin, my Mum is from 
Italy and my Dad is from the UK. I like 
drama and theatre; I go to Galway for 
the Baboró Festival every year. I am 
interested in art, especially installations 
and interactive pieces and I often go 
with my family to museums. I love 
reading, particularly mysteries and 
adventure series. I also like climbing 
trees and swimming in the sea. My 
favourite spots are Sandsend in 
Yorkshire, Jesolo in Italy and Coral 
Strand in Connemara.

HUGO RUSSELL CONNOLLY
I am 13 years old. I lived in Australia 
for 6 years, then I joined The Ark 
Children’s Council when I moved back 
home to Ireland four years ago, which 
I have loved. My hobbies are Lego, 
hockey, trying new things and going on 
adventures with my friends and family. 
I also love golfing with my sister. I love 
learning about history, watching movies 
and playing video games with friends. I 
am starting secondary school this year 
and I’m so excited to meet new people 
and learn new skills. 

RUA MCNAMARA
I am 11 years old from Rathcoole, Co. 
Dublin. I was a member of The Arks 
Children’s Council from 2019-2021. My 
hobbies are swimming, windsurfing 
and wing-foiling in Kerry. I love to do 
them because it’s fun to speed across 
the water. I also like rugby, drama and 
guitar, and I really enjoy singing in my 
school choir. My favourite subject in 
school is English and I love to read. 
I would like to be a marine biologist, 
because I really love the ocean and 
want to learn more about environmental 
issues and fish. During my time at The 
Ark my favourite thing to participate in 
was a rehearsed reading of the play, 
That Night Follows Day and the Right 
Here Right Now Festival of Children in 
2019. 

THE CHILDRENS COUNCIL
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The Ark Children’s Cultural Centre
Founded in 1995, The Ark is a dedicated cultural centre 
for children. We create opportunities for children, 
along with their families and friends or with their 
school, to discover and love art. Through our work 
with leading Irish and international artists children can 
enjoy performances in our unique child-sized theatre, 
view engaging exhibitions or participate in creative 
workshops.

11a Eustace Street Temple Bar Dublin 2
www.ark.ie
boxoffice@ark.ie
+353 1 670 7788

@TheArkDublin

Photography Denis Mortell.


