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This pack will help you prepare for your visit

You will see and experience 
many new and interesting 
things. We have put together 
some pictures to help you 
understand where you are going 
and what you will see, as well as 
a brief synopsis of the play so 
you know what to expect during 
the performance.

We hope you have great time at The Ark. 
Here is a map to help you find us



Here are some things you will 
see on the day

This building is called The Ark. 
You will come here to see the 

show



The Main Door
You will go through this to get inside 



The Reception
This is where we collect our 

tickets 



Katie and Paul work behind the desk 
They will give us our tickets



The Basement

This is where we wait for the 
show.

Other children will be waiting 
here also.



Toilets
We can find toilets in the basement 

through the red doors



The girls toilets are on the left The boys toilets are on the right



When we are in the theatre there is a 
toilet nearby 



The Door to the 
Theatre

We go through this door 
when it is time for the event.



Where will you sit?

We all sit on the benches in 
the theatre



If you want a break at any 
time we can go back to the 

relaxation space in the 
basement.



Wires, Strings & Other Things

Is the name of the show we are going to see.



This is the poster for the show



About the show

Wires, Strings and Other Things is a show about music and sound.

There are three musicians who perform in the show: Ed, Andreea and 
James.



This is Ed

Ed likes inventing new 
instruments.

Sometimes he makes 
electronic music.

Ed wears a white helmet.



This is Andreea

Andreea plays the viola.

She wears a black outfit 
and a headband with 
colourful flowers.



This is James

James plays the bass clarinet.

James wears a striped blue 
shirt and navy tie.



Here are pictures of things we will
see during the show



When you enter the auditorium, the musicians, James, Andreea and Ed will already 
be on the stage.

They will be preparing to start the show and
getting their instruments ready. This is what the set on stage will look like.



Towards the back of the stage, there are glass panels which create the shape of a 
house. Images will be projected onto the back wall of the stage. You will also see 

many different screens on stage.

There will be many different images on these screens during the play 
including images of ears, children, musical instruments and black and 

white swirls.



At the start of the show, James and Andreea will begin to do some movements. They 
will move their hands in front of their ears. They will touch different parts of their 

ears. You can copy the performers if you would like. 

You do not have to copy the performers if you do not want to.



In the next section, the musicians will play their instruments. You will hear voices 
through a speaker. You will hear the musicians talking about their childhood.



In the next part of the show, Ed will come forward and put on a white coat. Ed will 
ring a bell. He will point to each musician to conduct them and 

tell them how to play their instrument.



Ed will then ask for volunteers from the audience to come up on stage with him. If 
you want to go up on stage, you can put up your hand. You do not have to go up on 

stage if you do not want to. 

If you go up on stage, Ed will ask you to put on a white coat and Ed will show you 
how to conduct the musicians. When Ed rings the bell it means you can stop and 
another person gets a turn. Ed will come forward and help you take off your coat 

and return to your seat. 

Not everyone will get to go - there is only time for three children to go on stage.



This is what it looks like



In the next part of the show, Ed will come forward and put a music stand at the front 
of the stage. The musicians will put on masks and play together. Andreea will play 

her viola, James will play the bass clarinet and it will make loud noises like an 
elephant. Ed will play a balloon like a musical instrument and it will squeak loudly.



Next, Ed will show you all another instrument that he invented. The invention is a long pole with a 
glowing bulb on the end. The bulb can record noises. Ed will make noises into it and show you how it 
works. He’ll then move around the audience and ask members of the audience if you would like to 

make a sound for Ed to record. There will not be time for everyone in the audience to make a sound.

You do not have to make a sound if you don’t want to. 



In the next section of the show, you will hear a loud banging. Andreea and James 
will play their music along to the beat. You can clap along to the beat if you would 

like. You do not have to join in if you do not want to.



Ed will then show you another homemade instrument. It’s a device that he blows 
through to make a whistling noise. 



After this, Ed will go to the drawings on the glass panel at the back of the stage. Ed 
will bang on the door to get James and Andreea’s attention. James and Andreea will 

use the drawing as inspiration for how they play their instruments.



In the next part of the show, words will appear on the back wall with directions for 
the musicians and audience members. The directions will include: clap, stomp, 
whistle, woof, sit up, scratch your head. Ed and the musicians will follow these 

directions and will ask the audience to join in. 
You do not have to join in if you do not want to. 



In the next part of the show, you will see leaves on the back screen and Andreea will 
come forward to play her viola. The lighting will get a bit darker. Ed and James will 

leave the stage quietly. When Andreea finishes playing, the light will go off and she’ll 
leave the stage. This means the show is over.



Sometimes there will be background music and sound effects.

Some of the sounds you will hear will be 
intense and loud. We will let you know 
when these sounds are about to 
happen.

If you have headphones that you like to 
wear in noisy spaces you can bring them.

We will provide ear plugs if you would 
like to use them instead.



The lights in the theatre will dim during the 
play so it will be a little bit darker but you will 
always be able to see your way out.

When the show finishes, there will be 
clapping. People clap at the end of a play to 
show the performers that we enjoyed the 
play. You can join in if you want to.

After the clapping we can leave the theatre 
and go back to school or go home.



Thank you! We look forward to welcoming you to 
The Ark.

We hope you enjoy the show.


